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January
Bureau of Indian Affairs publishes
updated list of federally-recognized
Tribes to include Lumbee Tribe of
North Carolina 

February
Department of the Interior publishes
a final rule updating its National
Environmental Policy Act regulations

March
Trump Administration publishes
National Policy Framework for
Artificial Intelligence

Milestones

Executive actions

Quarterly comparison of
issued executive orders

EO 14394: Removing Regulatory Barriers to
Affordable Home Construction
EO 14398: Addressing DEI Discrimination
by Federal Contractors
EO 14399: Ensuring Citizenship Verification
and Integrity in Federal Elections

Executive orders we’re tracking

Tracking executive actions and their progress. 

Q1 2026 Legislative Updates
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Key policy developments impacting Tribal
communities.
This document provides a focused overview of current federal
policy developments affecting Tribal Nations. It highlights key
federal legislation, congressional hearings, and Federal
Register notices, along with select updates from the Arizona
State Legislature when applicable.

Direct links to primary sources are included for readers who
wish to explore topics in greater depth. Although we strive for
completeness, the fast-moving nature of policy work means
some updates may emerge after publication. For the most
current information visit aipi.asu.edu/solutions.

http://aipi.asu.edu/solutions
http://aipi.asu.edu/solutions
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/30/2026-01899/indian-entities-recognized-by-and-eligible-to-receive-services-from-the-united-states-bureau-of
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/30/2026-01899/indian-entities-recognized-by-and-eligible-to-receive-services-from-the-united-states-bureau-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/24/2026-03708/national-environmental-policy-act-implementing-regulations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/24/2026-03708/national-environmental-policy-act-implementing-regulations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/24/2026-03708/national-environmental-policy-act-implementing-regulations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/24/2026-03708/national-environmental-policy-act-implementing-regulations
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/03.20.26-National-Policy-Framework-for-Artificial-Intelligence-Legislative-Recommendations.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/03.20.26-National-Policy-Framework-for-Artificial-Intelligence-Legislative-Recommendations.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/03.20.26-National-Policy-Framework-for-Artificial-Intelligence-Legislative-Recommendations.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-18/pdf/2026-05388.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-03-31/pdf/2026-06286.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-04-03/pdf/2026-06601.pdf
http://aipi.asu.edu/solutions
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Congressional activity

Bills passed in Q1

Quarterly comparison of total
bills passed

Top bill categories in Q1

Hearings summary

Congressional hearings in Q1

House hearings
1/22/26 - Full Committee Mark-Up

2/3/26 - Making Federal Economic Development Programs Work in Indian Country

2/11/26 - Full Committee Mark-Up

3/4/26 - Legislative Hearing on H.R. 2827, H.R.6162, and H.R. 7065

3/5/36 - Full Committee Markup

3/17/26 - Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies - American Indian and Alaska Native Public Witness 1

3/17/26 - Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies - American Indian and Alaska Native Public Witness 2

3/18/26 - Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies - American Indian and Alaska Native Public Witness 3

3/18/26 - Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies - American Indian and Alaska Native Public Witness 4

3/26/26 - Legislative Hearing on H.R. 5694, H.R. 6893, H.R. 7250 and H.R. 7889

Senate hearings
1/28/26 - Legislative Hearing titled “Justice and Safety for Native Children: Examining Title II of the Draft Native Children’s

Commission Implementation Act”

2/4/26 - Legislative Hearing to receive testimony on S. 2098, S.1055 & S. 699

2/10/26 - Oversight Hearing entitled “Economic Self-Determination in Action: Examining the Small Business Administration Native

8(a) Program”

3/11/26 - Oversight Hearing on “Examining Federal Policies Governing Indian Water Rights Settlements,” and Legislative Hearing to

receive testimony on S. 953, Northeastern Arizona Indian Water Rights Settlement Act of 2025

Summary of congressional hearings and bills
that impact Tribal Nations and citizens.
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https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=418562
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=418574
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=418596
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=418627
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=418639
https://appropriations.house.gov/schedule/hearings/interior-environment-and-related-agencies-american-indian-and-alaska-native-0
https://appropriations.house.gov/schedule/hearings/interior-environment-and-related-agencies-american-indian-and-alaska-native
https://appropriations.house.gov/schedule/hearings/interior-environment-and-related-agencies-american-indian-and-alaska-native-2
https://appropriations.house.gov/schedule/hearings/interior-environment-and-related-agencies-american-indian-and-alaska-native-1
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=418680
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearings/legislative-hearing-titled-justice-and-safety-for-native-children-examining-title-ii-of-the-draft-native-childrens-commission-implementation-act/
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearings/legislative-hearing-titled-justice-and-safety-for-native-children-examining-title-ii-of-the-draft-native-childrens-commission-implementation-act/
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearings/legislative-hearing-to-receive-testimony-on-s-2098-s-1055-s-699/
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearings/oversight-hearing-entitled-economic-self-determination-in-action-examining-the-small-business-administration-native-8a-program/
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearings/oversight-hearing-entitled-economic-self-determination-in-action-examining-the-small-business-administration-native-8a-program/
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearings/oversight-hearing-on-examining-federal-policies-governing-indian-water-rights-settlements-and-legislative-hearing-to-receive-testimony-on-s-953-northeastern-arizona-indian-water-r/
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearings/oversight-hearing-on-examining-federal-policies-governing-indian-water-rights-settlements-and-legislative-hearing-to-receive-testimony-on-s-953-northeastern-arizona-indian-water-r/
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Top notice categories in Q1

Total notices: 399

Final rules: 21

NAGPRA-related notices
NAGPRA-related notices continue to represent a significant portion of Federal Register activity, with
205 notices recorded this quarter. Excluding NAGPRA, the most prominent categories are land (28),
environment (25), and a tie between energy and fish & wildlife (21 each). The chart below presents a
categorical breakdown of the remaining notices, excluding those pertaining to NAGPRA.

Activity from the federal register impacting Tribal communities.
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http://law.asu.edu/
https://www.instagram.com/aipinstitute/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanIndianPolicyInstitute/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-indian-policy-institute/
https://aipi.asu.edu/blog/2026/05/tribal-policy-pulse-episode-1
http://aipi.asu.edu/solutions
https://aipi.asu.edu/blog/2026/05/tribal-policy-pulse-episode-1
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